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DISCOURSE, &. 


Barrngzu, Faiexvs AND Frrow: Crriervs, . 


5 7 ITH emotions, both pleaſant and pain- 5 
ful, 1 ariſe in this facred deſk, on the 


Bur, 


. occaſion. W hile, « on the one - 
hand, x meditate your principal deſign | in the ap- 
pointment of the preſent ſolemnity, my heart throbs 
with a grateful pleaſure. Love io my Country— 
Veneration for that diſtinguiſhe 4 character, THE 
PrESIDY NT of theſe United States, whoſe birth- da 
ve wiſh to cele brate—and, permit me to add, ador- 
ing eratitude to that all gracious Power, who has 
furniſhed our beloved America with ſuch an il! uf. 
trious PATRIOT.U Hex b, fitted to ſhi inc unrivalle 4, 
in the cabinet as well as in the field—urge | me 10 
give vent to the lulneſs of my heart, i in the ſincereſt, 
ſolicitations of you and my le! f and our common 
count Y, ON this auſpicious day. 
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Bur, on ches other hand; when. I recollect how 
poorly fitted I am, for the taſk before me, as the 

preſent compolſition has laboured under pecu- 

55 liar diſadvantages, both from want of time and ſpi- 

krit; and eſpecially as 1 bring with me an heart 8 
pierced through with ſorrow, and bleeding of a re- — 


5 cent W ound which the hand of Heaven alone can 
heal, emotions anxious and painful ariſe | in my 


| br eaſt, 5 


vou rendernels and candor, my relpedted 

hearers; I bay EN however, more than once experi- 
enced. Secure of your indulgence Rill, 1 will en- 

. deavo ur, fora few moments, to direct the cur rent of 


your thoughts and nd own, into a ſerious and pro- 0 
fitable channel, 


+ AM very far from making it che objekt of this 
diſcourſe, 0 deck with the flowers of oratory, the 


_ | honoured name Of. W ASHINGTON—a name 


deſe rvedly dear to ev ery. true American. Let it 
2 rather be my buſineſs to direct the rapture Fi our 
hearts, to that Th dulgent Power, who has deſtined : 
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him for juſt ſuch ; a period, country and cauſe as 15 


ours. —Let me try to awaken the moſt ardent grati- 
wde to the God of Providence, who has fo fignally 
qualified him to ſhine, as ; the cool, prudent and he- 
roic 


mri WASHINGTON 5 8 


roic GENERAL. in the time of war—and the judi- 
mores SE and faithful MAGISTRATE in the time 8 


To convince you chat this i is my deſign, 1 have 
choſen a text full to my purpoſe. Give me your 5 
attention while 1 read to you, as the motto for the ST 


| following diſcourſe that lacred ſentence, which you 0 


will lind recorded 


1 Chronicles XII. Jn. D 


And of the Children, of Iſſachar, which were men . 
= that. had unde) landing of the times, to know what 


Ifr acl ought to do: The heads of them were two 
hundred, and all their brethren were al their - 
commandment. 


= E. HE chapter which affords us this text, is 
. introduced with a recital of the names, the number = 
and the qualities of the mighty men—helpers of the 
war——who adhered to David before the death of 

Saul—and while he was engaged in a defenſive : 
ſtruggle for his on ſafety. —Small was the number 
\".of David' 8 adhercnts at the firſt, But acceſſions were 


N daily made to his little band; H that in a little time it 


became a or cat hoſt like the hoſtof Gov. Having clo- 
fed that detail, the ſacred Hiſtorian at the 23d verſe of 


% ih. _ 


99 
— . 


reer 
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our context, begins a liſt of the men who united to 
5 make David King, after the death of Saul. Pro- 

cceding with this deſign, he condeſcends upon the dil : 

| tinguiſhing qualities of ſome of the principal lead- 


ers, and their reſpeAive followers. In this recital, 
the hiſtorian notices, with ſpecial attention, the tribe 


= of Iflackar ; and gives them this honourable com- 


mendation, that they excelled i in that which makes a 
people reſpeQable, powerful and happy, both in 


war and peace. They were men of underſtanding 


e * 


who knew the times, and what Ifrael ought todo; 
and they v were honoured with the confidence of the 
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1s the text, which I have read 1 to you as my pre- 
ent theme, is contained, and in diſcourſing from 
it T will endeavor, as briefly 28 F can to illuſtrate 
; and! improve the ſollowing ſentiments— ; 


1 Tuk goodneſs of the Goof Providence emi- 
nenily appears, in railing 1 up, qualifying, and intro- 
ducing into public office, men, who to wiſdom and 


1 fortitude, j Join every virtue that can fit them for f 
their taſk, Es 


. . Tus people that are bleſſed: with helpers like 5 
theſe, if they are not at war with their own happi⸗ 
| neſs, and devoid of all gratitude to Go p, will give 
: them an intereſt I in the confidence of their hearts, 
| — 


| ; 
Tllyftrious Wasnxerox, OE 


Tus Firſt obſervation from the text is as follows 
he goodneſs of the Gov of Providence emi- 


5 nently appears, in raiſing up, qualifying, and intro- 


ducing into public office, men, who to wiſdom and 
fortitude, j Join every virtue that can fit them for 
their taſk. 


Alt. who give credit to revealed, or even to na- 
tural religion, muſt be firm believers of the follow- 
ing doctrines. One is, che neceſſary and eternal 
exiſtance of one infinite, independent and i immura- 


ble Spirit, poſſeſſing all perfection! in himſelf. The 


other, 1 is the immediate creation of the world and all 5 


things in it, by him. And, ſurely, the man who 
firmly believes theſe two points, cannot but admit 
into his ) ſtem of ſaith, the doarine of divine Pro- 
vidence, and its conſtant energy; 3 ahvays pr. ſent, 

and employed i in ſuſtaining and governing all crea- 
tures and chings. 1 


' Oven the whole created univerſe the Sovereign 
Go exerciſes his providential government. This 
is an important, intereſting, awful, yet pleaſing 
5 truth, A truth, which cannot be too often preſent- 

cd to our view—nor too ſtrongly impreſſed on our 

minds. To the partial conviction of it, which ob- 
tains in the world, muſt be aſcribed the too preva- 

lent diſregard of Heaven, The bulk of mankind 
are 
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2 on the Broth Day o the. 


are too ziddy nd heedleſs, to raiſe a thought above 8 
the influence of ſecond cauſes. Did men firmly 
| | believe that the almighty mind rules over all, they 
ö could 1 not remain ſo inattentive to his Providence, : 

as we now behold em- they could not ſo crimi- 
nally forget the hand, which ſcatters its favours : 
around them. Whence, but from want of reflec- 
tion, can this cold, this guilty i inattention ariſe 5 On 
our mental eye, if opened but a moment, conviction 
ol this truth muſt be pound from every quarter, 


Tas univerſal government of Divine Providence 
is no matter of doubtful diſcuſſion, It is a fact ob- | 
vious and inconteſtible. If the univerſe had aCrea- 
tor: it mult have aGovernor; and if it has aGovernor, 
his providence muſt extend to all things, without ex- : 
ception. Gentle, i it mult be admitted, 18, often, the 
agency of divine Providence. And behind ſecond 


5 cauſes 1 its influence i is, not unfrequently, concealed. N 


But its energy is not leſs efficacious becauſe it is 


_ gentle—nor ſhould its wiſdom be diſputed merely 
: becauſe i its operations a are ſometimes inviſible. 


As for myſelf, if i Aid not believe an all-wiſe, all- : 
f aftive Providence, as an important link | in the great 
chain of cauſes, I could not believe in Gov as the 

great firſt cauſe, _ : Nor can 1 imagine, how any ra- 

| tional winde can perſuade itſelf to adopt the ſceptical 

3 ſuppoſition; ff 


Nluſtrious Wasuixcrox. 5 9 


80 ſuppoſition ; that a being of boundle {s wiſdom, pow- 8 
er and goodneſs would create the univerſe and not 
govern it. This, to fay the leaſt of i it, is a ſuppoſi- | 
tion embarraſſed with difficulues, and loaded wich 
abſurdity. It ſubverts every juſt idea of Divinity 
8 —contradicts the declarations of eternal truth—op- 
poſes the experience of every day, and inſults the | 


| E common reaſon of mankind. 


Wiki it be ſaid that in accon wiſhing the divine 

| deſigns, | the inſtrumentality of ſecond cauſes, is em- 
ployed. It is readily granted. Nor does this con- 

ce ſſion unhappily affect the doftrine for which we 

_ contend; fince all ſecond cauſes owe their energy 

to the firſt great cauſe. All the active powers they 


L have, are of that Cop, ! in whom we live, and moves 
_ and have our being. 


AND mould! it be. pleaded that the courſe of: na- 
ture, not the immediate influence of providence, ES 
governs the univerſe—It 18 enquired and what fi 18: 
the courſe of nature? What indeed? but the active 

influence of the Go of Providence. | 8 


E Say NN thou the cou ſe of natu; C governs all; 
The cue of nature 5 the art of GOD HR 


E VERY thing within the baindicls; empire 91 ; 
Jenovan, from the higheſt ſera] h around the 


throne; down to the undi ſeer nahle atom. that ſloats 
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before us, is, I preſume, already known. 


10 5 5 on le Binru-Dav of the 


in the air; ; 18 ; under the ſpecial obſervation, govern- 
ment and direttion of the infinite mind. 
the dottrine of the divine author of our holy reli- . 

: gion. Wy * ſparrow whoſe price i is very inconſiderable, : 
two of them being ſold for a farthing—even a par- 
row, falls not to the ground 1 without your Father,— 
Our Saviour adds—And the very ha airs of your 
15 heads are all numbered. 


Such is 


Safely then may we aſ- 


| ſert, with the deſervedly celebrated Dr. Young, that 
there is not a fly, but has had infinite wiſdom con- 
cerned, not only i: in its  Arufture, but in its deſtina- 5 
tion. 


My objeft i in i detatning 3 you Þ long on 2 che theme : 


It is my 


wiſh to awaken, i in every mind, a proſound regard 5 
to the providence of Gov, and 10 urge a dutif ul 
5 manifeſtation of that regard, on every proper OCCA- 


ſion. Every principle of reaſon, as well as religion, 
| calls us to this duty. 


If we would not as far as in us 


lies, dethrone the G00 ol Heaven, and ſet up for- 
tune in his room, we mult acknowledge the univerſal 

agency of his providence. There i is no alternative. 5 
1 ſee not how the lophi [try of man can ſtrike out a 

5 middle way. He whom we adore as the Creatorof all 

things, eithe T exerciſes A providential government 
cover the things. he hath made, or has conſigned 
them over to chance oe” 


But what! 18 0 chance . It 3 is a 
term 


| Nluſtrious WasnnG TON» 11 


term expreſſive of no real being; 5 and as it has no be- 
ing, it can have no power; and i is, of conſequence, 
5 utterly incapable of action. To the queſtion, what 


WS chance | ? we arc warranted to reply—it is a name 
c for! nothing. 


Tux univerſality of Gon? 8 Providential agency, 
evinced, authorizes the afſertion ; that its inlluence 
18 active in the riſe and fall of empires; in reſcu- 
ing the ſeeble from oppreſſion, and railing them to 
end and power; Min animating the drooping ſpi⸗ 
kits of his people, and warming every boſom with the 
: ardent ſpark of patriotiſm ; in furniſhing the cabin- 
t and the camp with ſpirited Stateſmen and Com- 
: manders, i in the Gown- man; the Merchant and che 
; reputable F armer. 


"Tap Iſfachar was tics; and animated with a2 
5 ſpirit of wiſdom, and enabled to do valiantly, to ex- 
; cel all Iſrael, it was becauſe Gov had inſpired him 


with the ſoul of valor and diſcernment. | Thus the 5 


lacred writer Then the Spirit came pon Amaiſai, 5 
who was c zef of the captains, and he aid, Thine are 
"Ws. David, and on thy fide, th 101, ſon of Feſſe s : peace, 
© Peace be unto lie, and peace be to thine helpc 753 5 for hy 
| Gop helpeth thee, Whence proceeds a ſpirit of he- 
roiſm and of counſel ? Whence indeed but 


from hi im w no is at once, a man of wa e, and the Gov 


- 
— 


— 


— — ä 9 
ö 
| 1 1 on the BixTa-Day of the 
"of peace. This i is the Lord' 8 doing and we do 
| ” nothing more than render to IEHO vA his due, 
5 when we aſcribe all the honor to him—acknowledg- : 
| {YE e chat all the abilities, proweſs and conduct of 
3A e have been derived from above. 


55 Ir was Go D, that took Moſes, a man flow of 

j = „  ſpeech—raiſed him up—endued him with abilities 
. equal to the taſk, and ſent him to break the yoke of 
. Pharaoh, to deliver the Iſraelitiſh families from cap- 
I 1 tivity—and lead A: whole nation out from their 

: Egyptian bondage. * was Gov, who 1 in another 

: critical exigence moved the heart of Cyrus, ww 

alien prince,mconnefed by nation. and by religion, - 

55 an enemy, to emancipate them from Babylonian ſer- 
5 . vitude, and eſtabliſh them in the peaceable poſſeſ- 
OD 8 ſion of that liberty which their own Kings had over- _ 
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| thrown. | It was Gon, who raiſed up Gideon—took . 


* 2 


COS. him from thethraſhing floor-made him a Command- 


Im 
——— 


— 
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er to rout the whole hoſt of Midian,and to judge his 


—— — 


e 5 Ves, and it was the ſame indulgent power, 


that endowed him with that extraordinary piety 
and magnanimity, which eminently. qualified him 


— — 2 Cas a 


for performing the ſervice to which he was called. 


r inn” GRE CEE CERES 
SO 


It was Gon, who, choſe Saul, the ſon of a private fa- = 
| mily,who was ſeeking his father $ aſſes, and furniſhed 
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him with 2 abi! ities for governing a kingdom. And 


to 


iris Wasuixcrox. - 13 


to name no more inſtances on this bead it was 
GoD that took David, che harmleſs youth—the rud- 
dy ſtripling not much ſuperior to a babe took 
him from following the llocks, and tending his fath- 
er's cattle on the plains of Bethlehem-—inſpired his 
innocent mind, nerved his youthful arm to cope with 
the boaſting Goliah, who had dared to defy the ar- 
mies of the living Go p—to prevail over him, and 
afterwards o rule the people of Cop. 


Tuus the Lozp hath raiſed up ia unden in che 
days c of old, and furniſhed them with abilities, equal 
to the taſk they were deſtined to fulfil, Reaſon and | 


1 revelation unite in aſſuring us, that this | is the prero- 
gative of indulgent heaven. There is a ſpirit in 


man, but the inſpiration which gives underſtanding, T 


abilities and proweſs, comes only fre om the Almighty. 
On this principle Solomon pours out the following 
prayer 0 Lord my God, give thy Seroant an le: 
ſtanding heart, to Judge thy people, that I may diſcern, 
between good and bod. And Gov ſubjoins his anſwer. 
5 Behold I have done accor ding to thy words : lo, I have 
given thee a wife and underſtanding heart. Hence . 


Moſes bears witnel for the molt high Gov, that 
"Ne had filled Bezaleel with the feir it of the Lord, TY 


| wiſdom, i 1 underſtanding and in tnowledge. And 
HENCE, the inſpired Pfalmifl, utters : he gratitude of 
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14 5 On te Biaru-Dav of the 


| his wal in 1 adoring train BIA e be the Toru 5 


my ſir ength, which teacheth " hands 40 wary and 5 | 
fingers to fight. | 


i SAID that thus Gop has done in the days of old. 


8 "a and in more modern times alſo. The good- 
neſs of divine providence, in diſpenſations of this 
i deſcription, our beloved America has richly experi. 
enced. 1 che commencement of che late revolu- : 
tion—ere yetwe had crept. into national exiſtence, : 
5 it was the general cry, by whom ſhall Jacob—by 
whom ſhall America ariſe, for we are ſmall ; 5 By 5 
whom Loni ? If no other anſwer could have been 
given to this interrogation, the reply muſt have been 
7 —By ſtones raiſed up to be children; and by chil- 
dren enabled to do the work of men. : : 


Mi we were dragged into a war with Britain, 


3 who ſtiled herlelf our mother, 1 it was demanded— 
| where ſhall we find officers to direct our forces, a in 
an infant nation—a nation hitherto untut tored to the 
field—a nation in which all men have been bred in 

1 5 quiet and peace ? Go hath found them. He e has | 
taken gentlemen from their caſe tradeſmen from 

| their ſhops, and huſbandmen from their farm —in. 

5 ſpired them with heroiſm, and enabled them to cope 


wich the moſt. experienced commanders | in the 
world. | —- 
| Ar 1 53 


will J pre fume indulge me now with I5 tberty to pay 


en ene en = mY 


AND when our preſent national conſtitution was 


5 ratified, the enquiry was-Wherc is the Patriot-chicf, 8 
upon whom we can unite to confer our hi gheit hon- 
ors—in whoſe hands we can ſafely place the reigns ; 
i of our gov ernment | ? The unanimity with which the 
people invited our beloved WASHINGTON to 
the chair of government, a place which heavy en had f 
lignally qualified him to fill, was a convincing proof; | 
that the Sovereign of the univerſe, had called him 
190 that office. 


Tuus, the zoodnels of the Go of: Prov idence 


has been eminently man! ifeſted to this infant na- 
tion, in giving a General in war, and a Ma 

: giſtrate! in peace; fitted 0 aſl ert the freedom and- ” 
watch for the welfare of. our country. 3 General 

= and a Magiſtrate, of whom it is emphatically true, 

that he had underſtanding of the times to know | 
what our IIrael ought to do; and Who Was, without 


con ntroverſy s entitled to the confidence and affection 


of his brechren. 


Tuts laſt remark invites me to proceed; and you 


N 


2 moment 8 attention to the 20 propoſition from che 
rext—It | is 45 follows- 


Tas als that: are blefſed with he ipers, like 


thoſ c deſcribed i in my text, it they are not at war 


with 
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b their commandment. 


2 phraſe be miſtaken. 


dat ˙ nm eee 


16 5 02 * BraruDay of the 


with their own \ happineſs,and devoid of all gratitude | 
to Go b, will give chem e an 1 intereſt i in the confidence 
of their bearts. 8 


Aub all cheir brethren, faith the: text, were at 
Let not the meaning ofthis 
. muſt not be underſtood to 8 


intimate that they exerciſed an abſolute ſovereignty, 5 
or lorded it over them with all the rigor of compul- 
ſive authority. Nothing can be farther from the ſpi- 
rit of the text, which might, I apprehend, be read— 1 
And all their brethren hung g upon their mouth. A 
phraſe, if 1 do not quite miſconceive its import, = 
which denotes. that affectionate conſidence with 
which the people waited to receive from their u- 
lers, every ſignification of what was their duty— 
what Ijracl ought lo do. : 


"By this wiſdom, tenderneſs a” integrity in the 3 
faithful management of public affairs, they had ob- 


' tained power in the hearts of their brethren. Eve- a 
8 ry candid, diſcerning 1fraelite ſaw that they had 
wiſdom to plan, fidelity to proſecute, ; and courage 5 
10 execute. This diſcovery, which the people 


were conſtantly making, raiſed them high i in their ; 


eſteem. By that inward reſpeR which was thus 


awakened, their attention to duty was effectually 


conciliated. They ſelt themſelves b bound to a 
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a cheerful compliance with eve ry lawful command, 7 
and to ſupport them with their lives and fortunes.— 
The ſignification of their every wiſh, immediately | 
challenged their all i in their country 8 ſervice. And 

indeed, wiſdom, candor and fidelity; in rulers, Will 


85 always g give them the belt intereſt 1 in the. hearts of - 
dhe wiſe and | good. | 


Many are the inſtances, recorded 3 in the facred 
N ſcriptures, which evince the truth of this remark. „ 


It was that divine wiſdom and grace, which ſhone 140 


= conſpicuouſly in the character and conduct of No- 


ſes, that ſo highly exalted. him, when he reigned | 
King! in Teſhurun. | And if Jothua, who had been, 
In ſome lenſe, as the ſer vant of [ Moſes, obtains favor : 
5 with the people, and power in the nation, it is be- 5 
cauſe they faw the wiſdom of God in him. David 5 
though a man of an inconſiderable family, and em- 
ployed, in early life, 1 in the occupation of a ſhep- 
herd, was feared by Saul, and loved by the people, 
even when he was but a ſubordinate officer ; * Be 
cauſe they ſaw that he behaved /umfelf wiſely. Solo- 
mon, the youthful Solomon, whoſe heart was vet = 
unpoiſoned by pride, unfaſcinated by the witchcraft ' 
_ of court ambition, and un>olluted with luſt; ; happi- 
ly ruled over all Iſrael They honored and rever- 
ed him, when th: 9 ſaw the wif dom that Con had giv- 
en him to do juſtice an id judgment, | 
NR tbo HeLa © | EE 


. 18 „ on the Bixrn- Day of the 


Tut view of the object before us, perfectly KC 
TE cond withadivine ſtatute leſtupon facred record, on 
i this very ſubject. The Gop of Hfracl ſaid, the rock 
7 of Iſrael fpake to me, he inat ruleth over men muſt be juſt 
ruling in the fear of | Goo ; and he ſhall be as the light 


7 oft the morning 7 when the fon riſeth, even a morning 
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' without clouds ; as the tender grafs ſpringing out of the 
earth by clear ſhining after rain. This is an ordi- | 
nance inſtituted by the gracious Sovereign of the 

univerſe, It carries the impreſſion of his authority, 50 

| who bath, on his. veſture and on his thighs a name 

written, King of kings and Lords of lords. It pre- 
ſents an amiable picture ol a good man ruling with 
wiſdom and 1 in the fear of Gov. Its colouring is 

; taken, not from rules of ſtate policy, but from the 

2 maxims of untainted tr uth. Ev ery. feature j is amia- 
ble and engaging. Magnanimily and meeknels, = 

ß dignity and candor, Juſtice and piety, with eve 

ry kindred virtue, unite to ennoble che character 

and ſoften the authority of ſuch a ruler. The el. 5 
8 feds; of his adminiſtration are pleaſing and happy. : 


60 will aſſuredly countenance and bleſs him—he re: 1 


= will reſt ſecure of the all ectionate confidence of the 5 
wiſe and goodthe virtuous and friendly will hon- 
„ or him with their cordial approbation, and ev en the 

- molt vicious foe will be conſtrained, to think and 


. I ak of him, with V veneration and ellcem. 


Tit 
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Tus goodneſs of the Gov of Providence, has - 
been apparent in almolt every zra and in every 
: clime, i in furniſhing the world with rulers of this def- 
cription. . heſe inſtances of Cop' 8 guardian care, | 
demand our attentive and grate fal notice. Not to 1 


5 acknowledge the Land of Cop in them, would im- = 
. ply an impious denial of divine pro vidence. Gov 


. forbid that the people of theſe Vnited States ſhould = 
ever rob Jenovan of his glory, by aſcribing our 
political ſalvation and happineſs, to men or means. 
May it be the bent of every pri inciple, in every 

| breaſt, whether rulers or ſubjeAs,to g giwe all homage 
and honor to the Sove ercign of the lkies, as the guar- 
dian of the nation | ! May every friend of this ran- 
; ſomed land, join to invite the King of kings to the 5 ; 
| throne i in our common country ang um the hearts of 
all its inhabitants! Te. ” | 


fo. recognize our obligations to - indulgent, Heav- 
: en for what hath been done, for conſederate Ame - 
; rica, is me, y our errand to the fo ancluary of - 


| Gop this day :- * day he 1 in pl [caſing x remem- 
brance, by many a true American as the — chat 


| Fore birth to our illullrious Pa SIDENT 


Wins ſome a are 1 event in view, by 8 
the unmeaning roar of cannon—the ſprightlineſs of 4 


balls—the ſplendor of aſſemblies Or the circulation = 


20 f On the Binrn. Dar of 1 


: of the purkling glaſs and the ſentimental toaſt—I ; 


| am happy to ſignify my decided approbation of the 
method FOR] have choſen. 11 55 


Tus numerous audience will pardon my zeal, . 
though I again remind them, that all the homage 
£ of their hearts is due to Gov. The reſpectable mu- 

; ſical choir, which graces our gallery, will permit me 
to ſay that when they tune their voices to the ſeraph- 


ic bymn, on this great occaſion, their ſacrifices of 


praiſe muſt be laid at the foot of J=novan' s altar. 

55 Tis abſurd, tis impious to deify the greateſt, as well . 

as the loweſt of mortals. But to take a dutiful no- 
tice of the conduẽt of providence, in events like | 

D that which we this day commemorate, has at once 

the lanction of reaſon, religion! and example. 


"Ws AT Henry the ach faid on his birth- day, we - 


900 with the greateſt propriety, though with a little w— 


8 alteration, ſay, of the day that now ſmiles upon _ 
The remark of the roy al, the grateful moraliſt i 1s as 
foo. T was born as on this day; and no doubt | 
taking the world through, thouſands were born on 
the ſame day with me : Vet of all thoſe thouſands, I 
am, 2 the only: « one whom heaven hath made : 


55 Aa Kings 


As on 1 the e preſent day the moat man, whoſe birth — 
we celebrate, was born. By this event, the indul- 


— gent 
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: gent goodneſs of Heaven, gave riſe to a lar of our | 
ovyn, in this weſtern hemiſphere, whoſe Io! Are i is un- 
eclipſed. When, Or where did there ariſe a Eugene + 
or a Marlborough—a Guſtavus or a Frederic—an - 
Alexander or a Cæſar, the ſplendor of whoſe char. 
5 acter rivals the glory of the American Chief: 7 


3 his path through le was | marked with 
: diſtinguiſhed honor. When he was yet a young 
man he was honoured as the inſtrument 1 in bringing 
off, it miltake not, the broken remains of Brad- 5 

5 dock” 8 army, which had been defeated near F ort du 
Queſne, on July 175 . To this anecdote the cele- 5 

: brated Mr. Davies, then miniſter of a Preſbyterian 

congregation in Virginia, afterwards Preſident of 
the College i in N ew-Jerſey, alludes ; in a ſermon ad- 
dreſſed to a company raiſed i in his vicinity, on their | 
| march to the field of war. Upon chis anecdote and 
his other knowledge of its lubjekt chat eminent di- 

. vine hazarded an aſſertion, which ſeems to has! e” 
been uttered j in a ſpirit bordering on the prophetic, - 
that Goo v Vi As railing u D p Major * Wo ASILIN GTON 


* This, it is believed,” was a the commiltion] he W ſaltained. 
But if any thing ſhould be ſound to be inaccura te in the rela- 
tion of this incident, the candid reader 15 requeſted to align YE 
it to the true cauſe—a fl ſlip of the Pops. is NOW almoſt 
20 Fears ſince the preacher £ law: ie pamphlatt Lo Wis ich be! re- 
ferred. 
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as an n-inflrament by whom he intended eſſentially to 
ſerve the intcreſts of this country in ſome future 
5 æra. It muſt be acknowledged as a truth, that the 
: expectations thus carly formed have been lignally 
1 5 realized. The ſervices which heaven has rendered 5 
our common country in the time of the late war, 
through his inſtrumentality, are well known, and a 
need not be recited here. Nor need I detain you 
+42 long, with a relation of the ſervices heaven i is fill 
> appointing him to do, as the firſt ruler. over the : 
TS freemen of America, who are now reduced 10 ne 
body, and animated by one ſoul. Bleſſed be Go, ; 
our chief magiſtrate i is not an abſolute. monarch 
his will ! is not the only lau nor are his ſubjeets he- 1 
reditary llaves. ve (6 is his diſtinguiſhing glory, - 
5 through che kindneſs of the Ruler of the univerſe, to 5 
govern : a free people. Ves, my brethren, and how- 
ever the captious,cenſorious hearer may cavil, I feel 1 
| myſelf ſupported i in aſſerting that many circumſtan- Tb 
ces in theſe remarkable providences, demand . 
notice and our gratitude. Can we reflect on the 
character of the man Who ſits at the helm of our 
Government? Can we think of the piety and devo- 5 
tion, with which many of his public acts of olfice . 
performed ? Can we hear of ſuch regards to the 
Chriſtian religion, appearing in him, as are not 
2 common to his exalted Ration ? 5 Can we attend to 


the 
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. the warm n ſtrains of Chriſtian and devout affe tions 1 
8 which run thro' his publications ? 9 Can: we conſider 
his religious obſery; ation of the Sabbath, and at- 
tendance on the worſhip of Gov, « of which he has N 
ſet ſo eminent an example ? Can we notice that Son: 
ſtant paternal care, with which he watches over the ; 
: intereſts of the nation? Can we learn from his own 5 
5 mouth and from all his conduct, his ſteady ſenſe of | 
and reliance upon the over ruling providence of = 
.. Gov? Can we, 1 ſay, : advert to theſe things, without Hy: 
ſeeing cauſe, feeling and expreſſing ſentiments of 1 8 
gratitude to Go for all his benefits? But 1 forbear. 
T 0 proſtitute the pulpit ; to the purpoſes of llattery, I - 
am from principle oppoſed. Adulation in every 
. form, tl 1e mind tr uly great,will always deſpiſe, Much 
that might be ſaid, I will deſignedly ſuppreſs, leſt I 7 
be ſuſpected of ſervilely uttering undue praiſes. 


Bur 1 cannot cloſe this addreſs without ſoliciting 


an intereſt | in your interceſſions, at the throne of -: 
7 grace, for all that are in authority O\ er us. When, = 
for yourſelves and your dear families, you bow the 
75 KI nee to Gop, lorget not the caſe of your country 5 


| forget n ot. the. men whom you | bave ſeleacd 0 


adminiſter r gov erument amonglt us. 


BE Tw. BEN rulers and ſubjctts, there muſt neceſ- 


farily ſubfiſt a mutual relation, 1 he © dr utics ariſing 


{rom 
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5 from that en, muſt be mutual alſo. : Through 
all the different orders of men, the benefits reſulting 8 
bf from a well conſtituted and faithfully executed gov- : 
ernment, are diffuſed. By the laws of reaſon and 5 
þ religion—of natural equity and diſtributive juſtice, 9, 
it is required, that the proper returns of duty, ſhould — 
from every quarter, terminate in thoſe who are en- 
: truſted with 1ts execution. '% his! is a debtof gratitude 
to Gop and to them—it i no a debt of juſtice to our- 5 
| ſelves and to generations to come. . $ ay. to Bür- 
ſelves—for « our intereſt as well as our duty demands : 
it For our civil rulers let us ardently pray — that Z 
- public ſtatutes may be public blefſings-that inſpir- 
ed with a double portion of the ſpirit of their office, TE 
185 they may, under Gov, in the faithful diſcharge of 


their truſt, be for the puniſhment of evil doers, and 


for the kruiſe of them that do well. 


Tux words of che Apolile will fich finiſh this dil by 
=, exhort therefore, that, firſe of all, fuppli- | 


8 cations, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, be 
; made for all men: For lings, and for all that are m 


: authority, that we may lead a quiet and Peaceab e life in in 
all godhincf and honefy. 
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